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HK. MARK XI. 24. 


Therefore I ſay unto you, What Things . 
ever ye defire when ye pray, believe that 


Je receive them, and ye ſhall have them. 


HE Duty preſcrib'd by our Bleſſed Saviour is 
ſo reaſonable in it ſelf, and fo advantagious to 
all pious and underſtanding Obſervers, that 
even ſuch as wanted the Benefit of Divine Re- 
velation ever practis d it; whoſe Devotions have been 
intenſe and well-meaning, tho unhappily plac d in ma- 
ny large Nations upon vrong Objects: For they made 
Prayer, for their Goods, their Wives and Children, to 
that painted Idol which had no Life; for Help, they 
call'd upon the weak; for Lite, humbly beſought the 
dead; and for a good Journey, ask d of that which was 
not able to ſet a Foot forward. This Dotage of Wor- 
ſhip were perhaps ſcarce credible out of any Book but 
the Bible, which expreſly teſtifies, that the Servants of 
Baal were engag'd in the Exerciſe of it, with great 
Warroth and Importunity, from Morning till Noon, 
as 2 fix d, ſolid Undertaking. 
But the Jews, having a ſurer Word of Prophecy, 
employ'd their Time after another Manner, and to a 
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[2] 
much better Effect; for they preſented their Petitions 
to that Supream Being, who had not only a compleat 
Knowledge of their Wants, bur ſufficient Goodnels al- 
ſo to relieve them: So that Chriſt at His Coming did 
not alter their Worſhip, which was in it ſelf excellent- 
ly good, and directed always to the true God, but on- 
ly regulate the Abuſes of it, indeed, chiefly correct thoſe 
notorious Abuſes, which had unfortunately crept from 
the Firſt into the Second Temple. And this was done 
. by Him with unuſual Severity in this Chapter ; For he 
overthrew the Tables of the Mony-changers, and Seats 
of thoſe that ſold Doves. Adding with an holy Vio- 
lence, wer. 17. Is it not written, My Houſe ſhall be 
called of all Nations a Houſe of Prayer? but ye have 
made it a Den of Thieves. All His other Acts were the 
Iſſues of admirable Tenderneſs and Benignity, but in 
this His Sacred Mind was ruffled and diſcompos'd, 
and His Anger was evidently ſtirr d up againſt the De- 
ſecration of His Father's Temple ; where the beſt Wor- 
ſhip, then extant in the World, was fatally corrupted 
by ſcandalous Irreverence, and many prophane Utages. 
However, to encourage His Followers to frequent it 
under that awtul and tremendous Name, not as an Ex- 
change, but as a Houſe of Prayer, of daily Incenſe and 


Sacrifice; He was pleas d graciouſly to improve the 


Obſervation of Peter concerning the fruitleſs Fig- Tree, 
condemned by him the Day before, and then dry d up 
by the Roots, and actually wither'd away, into a Dil- 
courſe of Divine Reliance, and plainly Argumentative 
of the Efficacy and Power of Faith. Upon which Act, 
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His curſing the Fig-Tree, (there being no other of this 
kind to be met with in the Hiſtory of His Life) many 
are the Remarks and Conjectures of Learned Interpre- 
ters, too many to be recited here; but the obvious 
Tendency of it was to influence the Diſciples to walk 
in the Paths of Virtue and beneficial Piety, to make 
the Temple their Delight, and the Worſhipping of His 
Father in it the great Employment of their Lives. 
And a ſtronger Motive to the Practice could not poſ- 
ſibly be propos d to their Minds, than that of our 


| Bleſſed Lord propos d in the Text: 


Therefore 1 ſay unto you, the Words are Command- 
ing and Authoritative, the very Form wherewith all His 
new and ſuperadded Laws were enacted, What Things 
ſoever ye deſire when ye pray, believe that ye receive 
them, and ye ſhall have them. Words, which forcibly 
ſtrike all Mankind. 

Paſt all peradyenture, the fincere Lovers of God's 


' Houſe, and ſuch as habitually frequent the Ordinances 


and Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, may with ſolid Com- 
fort peruſe this Scripture, as the ſtrongeſt Indication of 
the Wiſdom of their daily Practice, and effectually 
proving One Day in His Courts better than a Thou- 
land ſpent elſewhere. This is remarkably uſeful and 
ſubſervient, to fix and eſtabliſh a particular Converſati- 
on with Heaven, and the Things of it: And therefore 
1 determin'd to End my Miniſtry in this Place with 
the Conſideration of it, leaving it among you, as the 
moſt powerful Encouragement, the nobleſt Motive to 
Devotion, whether Publick or Private, which muſt 


draw 
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draw down Bleſſings from above upon your ſelves, 
your Families and Poſterity. This is a ſtanding writ. 
ten Perſuaſive of our common Lord and Maſter, That 
we ſignifie our Needs to the Father by Him in ſecret, 
but more eſpecially, that we preſent our Joint-Suppli- 
cations in the Holy Aſſemblies of His People, where 
He is moſt glorify'd, and we molt likely to prevail, 
The Apoſtles were All preſent in a Body when this 
Counſel was deliver d, and continu'd at Feruſalem at 
leaſt Twelve Years in the Publick Diſcharge of it; and 
conſequently It mult have a ſpecial Aſpect on Us, as 
2 Congregation, a form'd Society or Pariſh of Chriſti- 
ans, and performing the Duty often together. In or- 
der then to come at its Genuin - Meant and Full 
Conſequence, that we may not build too much or too 
little upon this Paſſage, I will {peak to Three Things 
as Heads of Diſcourſe. 

I. Shew, That this gracious Promiſe of our Lord is 
punctually made good in Things ſpiritual, and neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation; ſo underſtood, the Words are literally 
true, That what Things ſoever we deſire when we pray, 
| believing, we ſhall receive. 

II. Enquire, How far this Paſſage of the Goſpel is 
a Truth, and as ſuch to be depended on, when our 
Prayers are directed to God for Temporal Favours, the 
Things of this Life. | 

III. Aſſert, That the frequent Denial of our Tem- 
poral Wiſhes and Petitions is no Reflection on the Bleſ- 
fed Author of the Text, nor any the leaſt Diſparage- 
ment to his Doctrine, but a Method perfectly conſi- 
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ves, Iſtent with God's Honour and Goodneſs, and highly 
7rit. beneficial to our ſelves. 


"hat The Firſt of theſe Heads, That the Promiſe is made 
ret, good in Things ſpiritual and neceſſary to Salvation, 
pli- cannot be deny'd without being intolerably injurious to 
here che Honour of our Maker; for to ſuppoſe His Bowels 


vail, Bur, or contracted in Neceſſaries, were to ſet Him ſome 
this Degrees below even common Men: So melancholy a. 
at N Suppoſition would chill our Affections in His Houſe, 
and ſand miniſter juſt Matter of Complaint to the molt ſe- 

as Inous and devout Heart, as tho' we met {till in vain, 
iſti- Was ſo many Perſons beating the Air, and ſhew Chriſti- 
or- ſanity to be a lank, diſconſolate and unprofitable Ser- 
Full Nrice. Therefore, viſely to prevent all ſuch Objecti- 
too Mons, and to conduct her Members with. Chearfulneſs 
ngs Ito the ſacred Aſſemblies; our Church in the Exhorta- 
tion, containing the Ends of our Meeting, declares, this 
o be one, and is a Principal End: of our Coming toge- 
ther, namely, To ask Things requiſite and neceſſary as. 
well. for the Body as the Soul. And ſuch as are requi- 
ſite for the nobler Part of us, and the allowed Subjects 
of our Prayers, which will be as certainly obtain'd 
as ask d, may ſummarily be reduc'd to Three. 

Hrſt, A competent Knowledge of the Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity, ſuch as may ſerve to guide us in the way 
to Life. For, if practical Subjection to our Saviour's 
n- Kingdom of Grace be an indiſpenſible Qualification for 
chat of His Glory, there muſt be anſwerable Need of 
e- | comprehending His Laws in a manner conducive to the 


. promoting of the great Ends of His Kingdom, rogether 


with 
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with their proper Motives and Sanctions; For this i; 
Erernal Life, to know God, and Feſus Chriſt whom h. 
hath ſent ; whoſe Laws are chiefly revealed in order to 
be underſtood and practis d. Now the Underſtanding 
of thoſe things, wherein our preſent Duty and future 
Happineſs are concern'd, is a common Attainment; 
theſe are levell d to the Capacities of all ſincere Enqui. 
rers, tho' they are neither Philoſophers, Divines nor 
Diſputants. There are confeſſedly abſtruſe difficult Point 
in Religion, ſome things hard to be underſtood, bu 
the more hard always the leſs neceſſary: There are My. 
ſteries which the very Angels deſire to look into, but 
without Effect. But then the Knowledge of theſe i 
never the Condition of our Happineſs, we may go to 
Heaven, tho' unable diſtinctly to explain how ther 
ſhould be Three diſtinct Perſons in One Eſſence, and 
Two diſtinct Natures in One Perſon : How Virginit) 
ſhould Conceive, and a God be born : Eternal Life de- 
nends not upon our knowing whether there be Nine 
Irders of Angels, or how they act in Society: Whe- 

ther the Soul of Man be immediately created or in- 
fus d: Or how it operates now dwelling in the Body, 
Such Enquiries may exerciſe ſpeculative polite Witz 
who graſp at all Knowledge, and diſdain to believe 
what they cannot comprehend ; but cannot modeſtly 
be inſerted into his Prayers, who owns, with St. Paul, 
that in this State of Imperfection, Ve know but in part, 
and ſee but through a Glaſs darkly. What ever then is 
eſlential ro Chriſtianity, all che Things pertaining to Lit 
and Godlineſs, may deſervedly be accounted the Subject 
» ; of 
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of this Promiſe, humbly to be claim'd by our Faith, 
and by the Bleſſing of God upon our Prayers and En- 
deavours, actually compaſs d by us. But our knowing 
things never ſo well cannot make us happy, unleſs we 
do them. And therefore, 
_ Secondly, Another ſtanding Requiſite, and fit to be 
ask d, is the ſincere Practice of Virtue, . or rather the 
whole Chain of Virtues, the entire Complex of Evan- 
gelical Graces, which is deny'd to none. For Good- 
nels and Virrue are ſuch evident Tranſcripts of the Di- 
vine Nature, that God cannot be pleas d more highly, 
than in Communicating the ſame to his depend; 
Creatures ; it being of his own free Will, as St. Paul ex- 
preſſes it, that we ſhould be ſanftify d; who beſtows 
a Strength every way proportion d to the Difficulty of 
his Precepts, even a Sufficiency of Grace to keep us in a 
afe, tho' not a ſinleſs State. In this Reſpect, for Aids 
to live virtuouſly, our Petitions are often happily pre- 
vented, and ſuch plentiful Showers of Divine Favour 
fall upon us inſenſibly, which we, alas! for UnwortE 
nels x not, and for Blindneſs cannot ask. And the 
ſtronger virtuous Habits and Acquiſitions appear to be, 
the more ready always are the Owners in acknowledg- 
ing the Infinite Goodnels of the Giver, who are ſen- 
ible that they are Maſters of nothing which they have 
not receivd, and that their greater Graces are but fo 
many preſſing Arguments and Obligations to a greater 
Humility. Agreeable to which is the Obſervation of the 
Lord Bucon; the Noble and Learned Verulam, That the 
Deſire of Power was the * of Angels, the * of 
[9101153 ; nowse 
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Knowledge was the Fall of Man; but in Virtue there is 
no Exceſs, neither Men nor Angels have ever incurr'd 
any Danger by it. 

Thirdly, There is requiſite, our Deſiring, as a divine 
and peculiar Gift, an unſway'd Conſtancy, a ſtedfaſt 


Continuance in the Paths of Virtue. And this is ex- 
ceeding neceſſary, and ought to be our common Aim 
and With, inaſmuch as Neglect or Inſtability may blaſt 
our faireſt Hopes, when we are advanc'd to the deſir d 
Station of the Scribe in the Goſpel, and not far from 
the Kingdom of God. One foul Relapſe may deſtroy the 
coſtly Frame and Structure of our Virtue, and a ſingle 
Hour pull down the Pious Improvements of a whole 
Lite. And this fully evinces the Neceſſity of keeping 
cloſe to our Duty, of frequenting Churches and Altars, 
and making daily Supplications ro Him, who is known 
in his Palaces as a ſure Refuge. Even mighty Peter, 
the leading Diſciple in the Context, was miſerable in the 
Hands of his own Counſels, and could not be reſtor'd 


to the forfeited Favour. of his Lord without ſincere and 


obſtinate Tears. Abſolute Safery, impregnable Defence, 


is no where found on this ſide Heaven; but ſtill our 


greateſt Safety lyes in this, in being devour, fix d De- 
pendants on Him that made us. The Doctrine preſs g 
by ſome vithout Doors, That Aſſurance of Salvation 
is attainable, ſo as never to be loſt, ſome Years before 
Death, evacuates the Force, or rather ſupercedes the Uſe 
of Prayer for Perſeverance in Virtue. But that Do- 


Grine is no where countenanc'd in Scripture, and the 
Practice of St. Paul is an open Confutation of it, who 
815 earneſtly 
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earneſtly pray'd for his beloved Philippians, That their 
Love might abound more and more in Knowledge, and 
in all Judgment: That they might approve things that 
were excellent, and continue ſincere, and without Of- 
fence, till the Day of Chriſt, Phil. 1. 9, 10. And, 
indeed, the Security of the Apoſtles themſelves conſi- 
ſted in their having a prevailing Interceſſor, One that 
pray'd that their Faith might not fail. Theſe things 
then that are of a ſpiritual Import, ſtrictly neceſſary to 
enlighren the Underſtanding, refine the Temper, bet- 
ter the Life, and fit Chriſtians for Immortality; God 
is always more ready to beſtow than they are to ask: 
In this Particular our Deſires are exactly anſwer'd and 
fulfill d, if they are duly made and rightly quality'd. 
Firſt, If they are preſented with Faith, as that is an 
Act of Divine Reliance, oppog'd and contradiſtinguiſh'd 
to all Wavering and Criminal mixture of Doubting. 
This properly our Saviour points out in the Text, as 
the vital Power, the very Foundation of our common 
Dependance on the Father of Spirits; without which our 
Petitions muſt have a faint Accent, grow cool upon 


| our Lips, and immediately periſh in the Air; and with 


which we ſhall be able to overcome the moſt preſſin 
Difficulties, to diſmay all Oppoſition, and in a — 
Senſe even to remove Mountains; fo ſtrong is the O- 
peration of it, if ve War worthily, even a certain Vi- 
ctory. 
Secondly Our ſpiritual Deſires ought to be fram'd 
vith a poſitive Aſſurance of their A greeableneſs to the 
Divine Will, to that which is commonly call d ay 
B 2 1 
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Directive or Reveal'd Will, and can never be thought 
contrary to his Eternal Purpoſe: It being againſt the 
ſtated Forms of Juſtice, a flat Contradiction to com- 
mon Sincerity, for Chriſt to interpoſe his Sovereign Au- 
thority in the Caſe, and to enjoin the Diſciples to Pray 
in the Text, had he reſolv'd to ſtop his Ears, decline 
his Mediatory Office, and not to hear them. Accord- 
ing to the ſevere Hypotheſis indeed, chat ſome are fore- 
damn'd by mere Prerogative, our Prayers for the belt 


Things muſt be dubioully expreſs'd ; we cannot deſire 


to be fitted for Heaven, but with this Proviſo, that we 
are not already condemn'd to inherit another Place: 
Nor can we implore Grace, but with this expreſs Con- 
dition, that it be ſeen by the Author neceſſary or ex- 
pedient for us. And ſuch Addreſſes would effectually 
turn our Churches into Scenes of Deſpair and Confuſi- 
on, into ſo many uncomfortable Jails and Dungeons; 
nay, upon that bottom, the Supplications of great Num- 
bers among the Living, would bear a cloſe Afﬀiniry 
and Reſemblance to the Cries of the miſerable in the 
Regions of Darkneſs. Rejecting therefore the Scheme 
of irreſpective Decrees, as contrary to the Equity of the 
Divine Nature, and plainly inconſiſtent with the Ends 
of Chriſtianity; our Requeſt;muſt be Peremptory and 
Unconditional, and when they are not granted we may 
reſt aſſur d, that not Want of Benignity in God, but 


ſomewhat that is amiſs in our ſelves, is* the undoubted 


RNeaſon of the Failure: There being no Truth in the 


Fatal Principle, nor any poſſible Bar againſt us, exclud- 
ing us from Fayour, but what is form'd, and actually 
5 laid 
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laid by our own wilful Demerit and Provocation. And 
with this Remark, fo pregnant with Comfort, the Firſt 
Point is finiih'd and diſmiſs d. 

The Second, and next in the Order propos'd, is, To 
enquire how far this Paſſage is a Truth, and ſo to be 
depended on, when our Prayers are directed to God for 
Temporal Favours. 

All the foremention'd Graces and Pious Qualificati- 
ons are the Subject of an abſolute Promiſe, becauſe 
they are invariably good, and in their own Nature and 
Eſſence neceſſary unto Lite. But ſince the higheſt In- 
tereſts of this World may prove hurtful or inexpedi- 
ent to the Owners, it does not ſtrictly follow, that 
they are always granted: They may poſſibly be with- 
held and ſuſpended from the Devout Supplicant out of 
Kindneſs, and ſomewhat that is better and more valua- 
ble conferred on him in their Room. And tho' it 
cannot be affirm'd, that the beſt external Comforts are 
certain Returhs of Devotion, and immediately flow 
from it by a neceſſary poſitiye Cauſality, yet is the Ex- 
pectation thereof reaſoriable n it ſelf, and highly fa- 
voar'd by the Direction of our Saviour in the Text; 
vho came not to extirpate, but to correct and govern 
our Appetites in this Particular. But then it were an 
Injury unpardonable, to ſuppoſe his Religion ſo low 
and mercenary, as to be made the Price of tranſitory 
Enjoyments : For Men to aſſemble only for Corn and 
Wine, for fair Harveſts and full Vintages, ſavours alto- 
gether of a Fewi/h Spirit. This Paſſage of Chriſt then, 
reſpecting chiefly Things Spiritual, is not with equal 


Force. 
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Force to be extended to Sublunary Favours : And when 
it is ſo apply'd to inferior Objects and Purpoſes, our 
Deſires muſt have new and different Properties, and 
can never be thought regular and allowable before the 
Throne of Grace, but in Conjunction with theſe Two. 

Firſt, When they are temperate in their Meaning 
and Deſign, and do not exceed the Bounds of Mode. 
ſty: No Man can fall under Cenſure for ſetting his 
Heart too much upon the Treaſures of Eternity, 0: 
being too intent and ſollicitous in their Purſuit, in lay- 
ing up a good Foundation againſt the Time to come: 
In this the Deſire may be too lax, cool and indifferent, 
but hurtful Exceſs can have no Place here. 


Whereas, in our Approaches to the Deity for Earth- 


ly Emoluments, we are ſtinted and confin'd, and never 
allowed to go beyond the admirable Patterns that are 
ſet us by Jacob and Agur. And as the Sons of Piet) 
and Obedience ſeldom enjoy leſs than what thoſe ſhin- 
ing Examples did pitch on, ſo are they never known 
with Impatience to thirſt for more; for whatever iz 


beſtow d, over and above convenient Supplies, is to be 


interpreted the mere Efflux of unlimited Bounty, and 
not to be claimed by any, as matter of Promiſe. 
Tempting Extraordinaries, Splendor of Fortune, and 
Height of Place, may be and ſometimes are flung in 
by Providence, but can never be the allow d Subject of 
a Chriſtian Petition; becauſe they are not always Hleſ- 
ſings: Few, very few Perſons have Hearts to bear their 
Weight, and none upon Earth needs them. 


Secondly, 


E 

Secondly, Our Deſires of Temporal Favours are ne- 
rer lawful, but when they are made with an humble 
Deference to the All- wiſe Pleaſure, and Appointment 
of: the Donor. When the People of Iſrael deſir d a 
King, there was nothing ſinful or extravagant in the 
thing it ſelf, nay, on the contrary, . there was a great 
deal of real Good in the Option; tor Monarchy, the 
beſt Form of Government, and the leaſt ſubject to Se- 
dition, was. intended. for them, as a ſignal Favour by 
God himſelf. But they arriv'd to the dangerous Pitch 
of preſcribing to Infinite Wiſdom, faying, Nay, but 
we wil! have a. King to rule over us, and to fight our 


Battels, as the. other Nations: And they were not de- 


ny'd the Requeſt of their Lips, they had a King in 


God's Anger, which put their Necks under a grievous 


Yoke. We Chriſtians then are fafe and innocent in 
king, but can never without Guilt limit or preſcribe, 
becauſe God is the ſole Judge of. proper Seaſons of be- 
ſowing his Favours; and conſequently it vill very ill 
become us to grow ſullen and diſcontented, when croſ- 
ſd in our lower Deſigns, when our Fields and Vine- 
yards are not fully water d, and do not thrive and pro- 
per to our Minds. In all our Applications we are to 


ſtand entirely to His Diſpoſals, and ſtudy to be as pa- 


tient under Denials, as we are pleas d under His largeſt 
Grants and Conceſſions, that we may appear, with the 
well-temper'd Apoſtle, to be inſtructed in all Things, 
both | how to be full aud to be hungry, both. to abound 
and to ſuffer Need: In every Condition ardently. deſi- 

* ring 


ring to poſſeſs our God, and to be really poſſeſs d of 


Him. 
And becauſe ſome complain of this, as a conſidera. 


ble piece of Hardſhip, that their Addreſſes are rejected, iſ 


tho preſented in the Name, and by the Direction of 
Chriſt himſelf; that they deſire continually, and ye 
have not: The External Neglect of Chriſtian Votarie 
being thought a Reproach to Providence, and a ſtand. 
ing Diſcredit to Religion; by way of Anſwer to thi 
common Allegation, it will be proper to offer 

The Third Head of Diſcourſe, namely, That the 
Denial of our Temporal Petitions is no Diſparagement 
to the Doctrine of the Text, but a Method altogethe 


conſiſtent with God's Honour and Goodneſs and higb-· 


ly beneficial to our ſelves. 

And for the Vindication of this Procedure might be 
fairly alledg'd, That God is veſted with an undoubted 
Right to deal with His Creatures as He pleaſes. But 
ſceing the Almighty waves the Exerciſe of this Right, 
and never governs after an arbitrary Manner, with R- 


gor to be felt, and not examin'd or ſcann'd by Ha 
People, but vith the impartial Equity of a Judge, nay, 


with the tendereſt Compaſſion and Indulgence of a 
Father; fo that even the meekeſt Moſes diſputed the 
Equality of His Ways in Ag ypt, and humbly enquir d 
into the Reaſons of their tedious Bondage : His not 
granting our Addreſſes may be defended and clear'd 
from other Grounds and Topics. I will mention 


Three. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, This is highly conſiſtent with the Divine 
Honour, becauſe of its peculiar Aptneſs to preſerve 
a due Veneration for it in the Hearts of Men. Did 
God oblige us in all the Particulars we pray'd for re- 
lating to this Life, were the Text fulfill'd in the ve- 
ry Letter, we ſhould too probably employ our whole 
Time, our Care and Concern upon this Subject, 
and fill his Houſe with Jarring and Counter-Petiti- 
ons, and each Petitioner would aim to be gratify'd 
with his Darling Temporal Wiſh. , For Inſtance, 
One Man would defire Riches and Honour, for the 
advancing of his Name and Family: Another would 
thirſt after Liberty, boundleſs Liberty: And a Third 
Supplicant would ſtrive to be cloath'd with Poyer, 
that ſhould carry all before it, and lay whole Coun» 
tries deſolate: The Diſciples themſelves, when led 
by ſuch a Spirit, were for calling for Fire from Hea- 
ven to * their Adverſaries: Nay, Temporal 
Accommodations ran ſo much in their Heads, that 
they became the prevailing Motive to their being 
liſted in the Service of Chriſt, as is evident from 
their own Propoſal, made by Peter ſingly, but as 
the Mouth of all the reſt, Mat. 19. 27. Lo] we 
have forſaken all and follow d thee, what ſhall vue 
have therefore? Men call'd from the Fiſhery or 
Sheepfold could nos have much to leave; their All 
probably amounted to a few worn ;tatter'd Nets, 
and other Inſtruments of no value: And yet in Lieu 


thereof, in Exchange, they expected Poſts of Ho- 
l C nour 


" 
l 
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nour and Profit, nothing leſs than commencing Mi- 
niſters of State to their new Maſter, which plainly 
ſhews what is the grand Petition, and [yes neareſt to 
an Unregenerate Heart, and that too often Men ſu- 
born their Hopes to betray their Duty; ſuch is the 
Witchcraft, ſo ſtrong is the Biaſs of Earthly Ob- 
jects, as tho their Being determin'd with their Life. 
Io prevent therefore the unvorthy Degradation 
of His Nature and Honour, and leſt any ſhould 
faſten on Him the ſcandalous Appellation of being 
God of this World, St. Pauls Character of the De- 
vil; the Almighty is pleas d frequently to Defeat 
our Expectations, the better to Divorce our Thoughts 
from periſhing Vanities, to fix our Hearts, and ter- 
minate our Paſſions on Things above, or as our 
Church moſt fitly expreſſes in the Collect for this 
Day; That he being our Ruler and Guide, we may ſo 
paſs through things Temporal, that que finall bf not 
the things Eternal. And our higheſt Wiſdom mult 
conſiſt in forming to our ſelves ſuch a Paſlage, that 
our Progreſs may end in the New Feruſalem, which 
is to be kept in our View continually, with Minds 
ſtrongly bent upon it, but piouſly indifferent to all 
other Intereſts, the Way thither being narrow, hard 
to find, and ſubject to Impediments. Wee 
Secondly, The Denial of Temporal Wiſhes is no 
Diſparagement to the Doctrine of the Text, becauſe 
in a lapſed Condition Men are incompetent Judges of 
what is fate and beneficial to themſelves. So great 


was 
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was the intellectual Depravation of the Pagans of the 
politer Nations, as Grotius notes, even of the Greeks 
and Romans, that they were wont to ask evil and 
hurtful Things of their Gods, and even implor'd 
their Help for the Perpetration of Wickednels in their 
publick Temples. And the Scripture mentions the 
miſerable and injudicious in this Reſpect, under a 


much better Light; when the Iſraelites in the Wil- 


derneſs were not to be fatisfy'd with Manna, the 


Bread of Heaven, but inſiſted with mutinous Im- 


patience to be fed, as before in Ægypt, the Almigh- 
ty judiciaxlly fulfill d their raving Expectations, 
Plal. 78. 27. He rain d Fleſh upon them as thick as 
Duſt, and feather d Fowls as the Sands of the Sea: 
They did eat and were fill'd, he gave them their own 
Defire. The Expreſſion deſerves ſpecial notice, He 
gave them their own Defire ; but that brought on 
their immediate Ruin, For while the Meat was yet 
in their Mouths the heavy Wrath of God came upon 
them, and ſlew the <wealthieſt of them, and ſmote 
down the choſen Men that were in Iſrael. And if 
ſuch as liv'd under the immediate Conduct of Pro- 
vidence, and taſted of its miraculous Effects, vere 
thus fatally miſtaken in their Choice, and utterly 
periſh'd under the weight of their own perverſe 
Withes; there can be no Security in our Caſe againſt 
Error and Deceit, that the Underſtanding ſhall not 
be cheated and abuſed, to the asking of Stones for 
Bread, and Serpents inſtead of Fiſh. For God, then, 

C 3 to 
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to gratifie fallen Man in every Particular, would be 
to pleaſe him to his utter Ruin; which not only 
vindicates His Juſtice in frequent Refuſals, but loud- 
ly proclaims the ſeaſonable Mercy of interpoſing be- 
tween us, and our hurtful inexpedient Petitions, and 
of His ſending often the valuable and important, 
tho to Fleſh and Blood ungrateful, Bleſſing of Diſ- 
appointment. | | 
" Thirdly, This Method is ſtrictly agreeable to the 
Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, inaſmuch as it 
ſtrongly engages the common Dependance, the 
Thankfulneſs and Obedience of Mankind, and car- 
ries in it a Tendency to make us tame, tractable 
and obſequious. If God rejected no Petition, but 
vithout any Diſcrimination received all, His Favours 
and Bleſſings would not long continue under that 
Name, but be interpreted the ſtrict Dues of the Re- 
ceivers rather than the bountiful Emanations of the 


Goodneſs of the Giver, even the neceſſary Effects of 


their own Perſonal Merits and Services. Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving could never be kept alive in common 
Practice, which ever was the more neglected Part of 


Devotion; for, but One of the Ten that had been 


made whole by our Saviour, returned to praiſe Him 
in the Temple. Beſides, conſtant Acceptance and 
Succeſs would too probably betray the Petitioners in- 
to ill Managery, diſobediently to rant and ſwagger 
like a young diſſolute Heir, when the Eſtate is oo 
tled, and by the ſorrowful Parent not to be diſen- 
tail d. pf Where- 
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Whereas, now that God hides himſelf from our 
Supplications, and is frequently nor to be intreated 
by His Servants, we are thereby taught to live more 
humble and dutiful, and leſs quarrelfom with Provi- 
dence; every Denial is a happy Exerciſe of our 
Virtue; and there is no way more likely to ſecure 
and fix the Service of importunate Favourites, than 
ſometimes miſſing to ſpeed in their Requeſts, and 
being now and then accuſtom'd to Repulles. This 
Conſideration inclin'd Diogenes the Philoſopher to 
pray before a Statue, for tho' he could not expect a- 
ny Relief or profitable Anſwer from it, yet boch an 
Application wonted him to Denials, and made him 
better able ro brook Delays and grating Diſappoint- 
ments from others, equally deaf and inexorable it 
ſeems with the Statue. And did not the great Go- 
vernor of the World think fit to reject our improper 
Peritions, were not this wile Diſpenſation a ſtanding 
Part of His Moral and Providential Government, it 
may reaſonably be conjectur'd, that greater Num- 


bers would fall Martyrs to Vice, and die of the 


Plague of inordinate Deſire in one Day, than are 
maſter d by all the Diſeaſes incident to Nature in a 
whole Year : So far is this Method from being a Di- 
ſparagement to the Doctrine in the Text, or any 
way impugning the genuin Defign of it, that the 
Felicity of Mankind is evidently promoted by it. 
Reſtraints are proper even for humble and modeſt 
Tempers, bur abſolutely neceſſary for the 


forward, 
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forward, and conceited, (and too many among the 
Faithful are thus moulded) who mult be kept under 
exact Diſcipline, low and depending, and often dif- 
miſs d without a Bleſſing. The Inſtance of the Sons 
of Zebedee undeniably proves the Rejection of the 
bold and arrogant, and that of the Penitent on the 
Croſs exhibits the Condeſcentions of Mercy to the 
judicious and modeſt Votary, who, beyond his 
Hopes, and Compals of his dying Petition, was in- 
ſtantly receiv'd into Paradiſe. 

If then we acknowledge the Revelation of Chriſt 
to be the unalterable Meaſure of our Belict, we can- 
not at the {ame time but with Ingenuity own allo, 
that in the Subject before us our Faith is built upon 
the ſtrongeſt Foundation, even the Veracity of His 
Promiſe, who indited the Text as a Guard againſt 
the common Jewiſh Objection, that their Devotions 
were vain in the Event, and turn'd to no Account. 
And tho' the extraordinary Efacacy of it beſtow'd 
on the Apoſtles cannot with any Right or Truth be 
claimed by us, yer the common ſtanding Impor- 
tance is Encouragement ſufficient to put us upon 
holy Action, and to carry us through with it: This 
Paſſage breaths freſh Life into our Endeavours every 
Morning, and mult carry Unction in it to all Ages, 
even till Shiloh come: This cauſes the Preachers of 
Chriſtianity to proſtrate themſelves with pious Aſſu- 
rance, with Hope at leaſt, between the Porch and 


the Altar, that their Interceſſions ſhall be accepted 
| for 
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for themſelves, and their reſpective People: This 
prevails with the Hearers to fit at the Feet of their 
crucity'd Lord continually, learning His Truths, and 
ſeeking His Aids in the folemn Aſſemblies ; and 
ſtrongly intimates to both, That He will vouchſaſe 
His Preſence with them, pour of His precious Blood 
daily upon their Offerings, and -be in the very 
midſt of them, to pardon and remit by His Good. 
nels what their Weakneſs cannot perform. In the 
Infancy of the Church, and before the Converſion 
of the Empire to the Faith, great was the Force of 
this ſingle Truth: Infpir'd with it, the whole Body 
of Chriſtians, every common Believer being then a 
Confeſſor, met in obſcure Places, in the upper Rooms 
of the Houſes of Believers, when torcibly driven out of 
the Temple and Synagogue, who continu'd their 
Aſſemblies amidſt the hotteſt Flames of Perſecution, 
when for ought they knew the next Prayer they were 
to make was to be in a Dungeon, or in the Den of 
Lions. The firſt Planting f the Goſpel vas greatly 
owing to their Zeal and Conſtancy in Holy Duties, 
for as it bore down the Prejudice of private Men, ſo 
it prov'd ſtronger than the Violence that was daily 
us d by Princes; who delighted in poor Triumphs, 
in thoſe Triumphs which were indelible Stains to the 
Royal Character, and exactly reſembled that of the 
King of Babylon, who commanded his Guards to 
eiae the Three innocent and religious Hebrews, and 
caſt them into the midſt of a burning fiery Furnace. : 
I 
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If chen the firſt Chriſtians, notwithſtanding the 
higheſt Dangers and Severities, inceſſantly paid this 
common Tribute to their Saviour, if their Devoti- 
ons were the Language of one Heart and of one 
Soul, and their Congregations ſo many affecting Mo- 
dels of Heaven it ſelf; ought not this much more 
to be the conſtant Practice in a quiet Hour, and in 
a peaceable Condition of the Church? Is it not a 
diſingenuous Return to God, to neglect His Wor- 
ſhip under the greateſt Affluence of Hleſſings and 
Mercies? Bleſſings, which ſome Foreign Churches of 
the Reformation have utterly loſt, and ethers this 
Day enjoy with a trembling Hand: And the molt 
probable Method of ſecuring their Conrinuance to 
this Nation, and barring out Idolatry and Superlti- 
tion, is, for all to conſpire in the ſame End, to 
make Piety root well, ſpread and fructifie. It can 
be no other than a crying Iniquity, a criminal Re- 
flection on the Laws, as a Lesbian Rule, and all 
Tongues muſt be {truck dumb upon the Contein- 
plation of it, that Perſons ſhould dare to live with- 
out Regard to any Religious Society whatſoever, 
and be found to Pray no where; abſurdly calling 
themſelves Chriſtians for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe they eat, and drink, and ſleep, as other Bealts 
do, in a Chriſtian Kingdom. 
But for Truth ſake it muſt be oblery'd, that this 
undivided Corner of the Church of Chriſt, this No- 


ble Country, happily affords Devout Communicants 
| | | chat 
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that bear ſome good Proportion to the Number of In- 
habitants. And may God add to the Church daily ſuch 
as ſhall be ſav d! Even ſuch as ſhall not only be Partakers 
of the Means of Grace reſting in them, but credit 
our Communion by a judicious Piety, and the real 
Power of Religion! For the Father ſeeketh ſuch to 
worſhip him. The Jews, we ſee, from this Chapter, 
frequented the Houſe of God, but, alas! ic was 
more with their Bodies than Souls, out of Cuſtom 
and Formality, rather than Conſcience: They brought 
Sacrifices to it, which were not fit for an 1dol Tem- 
ple, and therefore were they ſcourged out of it e- 
ven by Him, who was the greateſt Pattern of Meck- 
neſs and Forbearance that ever liv'd, who could en- 
dure any thing but the Contempt of it. And this 
very fully ſuggeſts to us, that neither can the Walls 
of a Chriſtian Church by any means hallow or 
ſanctifie careleſs Worſhippers : No, we muſt receive 
the Truth in the Love of it, that we may be ſavd; 
nor can any thing but an uniform Piety, both of 


Heart and Life, entitle us to the Promiſe in the Text 


in its utmoſt Latitude: A Promiſe, which is to be 
underſtood with a ſpecial Reſervation to the Wiſ- 
dom and Occonomy of the Maker, and therefore 
cannot be ſaid to violate it, or break His Word, tho 
He does not ſtep out of His Courſe to oblige all Suppli- 
cants ; Who filleth the hungry with good things, but the 
rich he ſends 15 away : That they may not preſume 
upon his Goodneſs, and miſpend their Talents, in 

D Con- 
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Confidence of freſh and larger Supplies from Him, 
whoſe Gifts and Graces are always free, but viſely 
diſpens d and ſeaſonably given. 

Whoever then, upon the whole, underſtands him- 
ſelf, the Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion, and of 
this particular Precept of it, will addreſs the Throne 
of Grace, for things Spiritual, with a vigorous Faith 
and ardent Importunity, whoſe Succeſs ſhall be as 
certain and infallible as eſſential Truth can make it; 
eſpecially when he acts in a pious Concert with his 
Neighbours and Fellow-Chriſtians, who may be bet- 
ter prepar'd to ask, and therefore more likely to ob- 
tain: And ſince the Ægyptian was viſibly bleſs d by 
God for Joſeph's ſake, his modeſt Hope is to have 
his own meaner Offering accepted in Company 
with theirs, and to fare the better, becauſe of his 
Brethren and daily Companions in Worſhip. For 


tho God is not ſtrictly ty'd ro Numbers, or Pla- 


ces, yet his underſtanding Servant conſiders, that 
Divine Graces are more certainly entail'd upon His 
Houſe and publick Family. And in his Approaches 
to the Deity tor Temporal Favours, the Temple 


is never prophan'd by undue intemperate Deſires, 


never turn'd into an Houſe of Merchandiſe by ra- 
ving and covetous Expectations; for his Wiſhes are 
entirely ſubmitted to the unerring Wiſdom and Di- 
rection of Providence: Stations of Profit are nci- 
ther eagerly ſought by him, nor declin'd as Inſtru- 
ments and Capacities of doing good ; his firſt and 

. moſt 
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molt early Care is, To ſeek the Kingdom of God 
and his Righteouſneſs, being ſtedfaſt y perſuaded, 
and fo taught by his Saviour, That theſe lower 
things ſhall be added unto him; and probably the 
more added, when they are leaſt minded or ask'd, 
as it was in Fact, when they were wholly waved 
in the Option of Solomon. And ſhould they be 
with-held from him, his Comfort is to be Maſter 
of much better Poſſeſſions, and never to miſcar- 
in his main Deſign; for he has but one Way 
to go, even the direct plain Way of his Duty, 
in which he perſiſts, moving with inviolable Inte- 
grity, be it never ſo ill pay'd, never ſo rugged 
and uneaſie. And ſince this preſent World, in its 
Frame and Conſtitution, is a mere Scene of Con- 


tingencies, Want, and unſatisfy d Deſires, where 


the Pleaſure of Enjoyment is ever neglected to fol- 
low a new Train and Succeſſion of imperious Ap- 
petites, he innocently Prides himſelf in ſtanding re- 
lated to another which is to come, where the great 
and wiſe People poſſeſs all that they can deſire, and 
ſtill deſire the very Things they poſſeſs; ſo that a- 
voiding the Diſtraction of Variety, as an Heir of 
Immortal Hopes, One thing, vith Holy David, he 
deſires of God, and what good Man will not ear- 
neſtly deſire it? That he may dwell in his Houſe all 
the Days of his 1 N and viſit his Temple; from 
whence, after a Life devoutly and uſefully ſpent in 


all che Acts of ſpiritual Communion, in Prayers, 
Hymns 
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Hymns of Praiſe, and Sacraments, his Paſſage may 
557 prove fate, his Conveyance caſte, through the Me. 
* rits of Chriſt, into the World of conſummate Bliſs, 

85 and undiſturbed Enjoyment. In which, God, of his 
WS Infinite Mercy, grant us all an happy Meeting and 
1-8 inſeparable Abode, that we may be for ever with 
the Lord. Amen. 
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